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LOVE JOY PEACE

Joy is not the word | would use to
describe work on the farm when | was
growing up. Today, | have the best of
memories (especially driving the trac-
tor), but it wasn’t my choice to be in
the field. Joy is exactly the word to de-
scribe working in the field here in Zam-
bia! It springs up in my heart when |
see our neighbors helping us in our
field instead of working in their own.
Rain is a blessing, not “gloomy” here.
The exceedingly great joy is seeing our
children, including my three teenage
sons, excited to go to the field and
work as farmers. They are using oxen,
not tractors. The seeds are put in the
ground by hand, and the fertilizer, and
the weeding. They do it with big smiles
and laughter! It’s like playing a game. If
you are thinking, “This is not at all nor-
mal,” you would be right! This is a mira-
cle! This is what we have prayed for, for
years.

This “thing” that has happened with
our children goes beyond farming. The

big and important examinations, sev-
enth, ninth, and twelfth grades are the
best ever! When Jesus Christ becomes
our Lord and Savior, our heart (spirit)
changes, and our behavior begins to
changes. The whole culture of the peo-
ple, believers and unbelievers, should
change to reflect Christianity. We are
beginning to see it happen. In Mapampi
(where we have an orphanage and
field) the community is beginning to
work together, helping one another.
Our children, including teenagers, joy-
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changing the culture takes time. Not
because God needs time, but because
we the people take time.

It has taken me these many years to
fully understand the tremendously val-
uable blessing bestowed on me just
because | was born and raised in the
United States of America, and North
Carolina. Where even the culture, not
everyone’s behavior, but the American
culture we learned from our parents, or
whoever raised us, regardless of
whether they were believers or unbe-
lievers, preached the gospel of Jesus
Christ. When | was growing up, if |
called someone a liar, I'd better put my
guard up and get ready to fight. If | ask
a Zambian a question, they don’t usual-
ly answer quickly. They want to give me
the answer they think I’'m looking for,
not simply the truth. Telling lies is an
acceptable part of their culture. With-
out honesty, it's impossible to have
precision. Without precision, nothing is
reliable, attracting waste and poverty.
Your prayers, support, and partnership
are working. Did you know that
through helping orphans you would be
helping whole people groups to look
more and more like Christ?
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Love is the word to use when de-
picting the many churches I’'m invited
to come and minister the Word of
God, especially during this time of
Christmas and New Year celebrations.
The biggest event happening any-
where on Christmas day (December
25" here), bigger than any family gift
giving and meals, is at the churches.
Many have prayer meetings Christmas
Eve going overnight. This is a busy
time of year for the majority, applying
fertilizer, weeding, etc.. Yet, they
make time for church. And the
churches are really full over these
holidays. New Year’s Eve overnight
church celebrations are one of my
greatest blessings. Just to think of the
rural villages where it seems everyone
from miles around come to church,
not the bars or drinking places or any
other social event, during rainy sea-
son (they are walking) where we get a
different infestation of bugs every
week, and mosquitoes that can carry
malaria. The packed churches, often
sitting on logs or bricks, are full of the
most attentive people I've ever seen.
Even the small children sit on the
edge of their seats. It hasn’t always
been this way. Every church has a
children’s ministry and a youth minis-
try, which is what we started long
ago. They quote scriptures they have
memorized, which will never return
void. If I don’t call for the sick to come
forward for healing, either the pastor
calls them and asks me to pray, or the
congregation just starts moving for-
ward. Not many people are sick these
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Prayer
For USA sharing miracles in Zambia.
For our first year university students success.
For good rains in good times to feed orphans.
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Contact Us in Zambia
PO Box 620063
Kalomo, Zambia

Africa
919-581-6817
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days, compared to years past.
away all kinds of sicknesses and
Zambians grow up playing football

stopped playing on Sundays. | plan
to share many testimonies

powerful moves of God from the
last Sunday in January through Feb-
ruary until the fourth Sunday in

those interested in missions to call
and setup a time we can share the

Leon and Betty are pastors in

They were traveling on a busy in-
terstate highway when a deer ap-
peared, trucks swerved, airbags
popped out, their car in the middle
lane unexplainably “landed” on the
side of the road. Their car was to-
taled, but no multi-car pileup, and
they only had some pain from the
seat belt that automatically tight-
ened. They can give you the full
story, as the phone connection was
a bit weak, but this was a tremen-
dous miracle. While they were tell-
ing me this tremendous miracle

spirit our family praying every night
for our ministry partners and fami-
ly. Peace covers us as we follow in
God’s shadow. Practically every
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week my spiritual eyes are opened to
see an accident, a sickness, an attack
of man or beast (a lot of things could
kill in places we go), and all kinds of
breakdowns that could have caused
suffering or death, BUT YOUR PRAY-
ERS KEPT US MOVING IN HIS FOOT-
STEPS. We didn’t have a chance to fall
on our face in prayer, but you, our
partners, had already lifted us up in
prayer. “Before they call, | will an-
swer, and while they are yet speaking,
| will hear (Isaiah 65:24).” Ask God
what you should do with and for this
ministry. Your prayers and support
bear much fruit for all to see in Zam-
bia. Missionaries will go around the
world from Zambia one day, because
people like you believed God, prayed
for us, and gave all that God asked of
you. Remain Faithful,
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CHRISTMAS GIFT TREAT BAGS AT
CHURCH FOR MANY CHIKDREN.
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Praises
For great end of year school results.
For “out of this world” spirit touching hearts.
For the peace of God over Zambia.

Contact Our US Office
noahofficeus@gmail.com
252-441-7976
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